WPWP Fellows Questionnaire 2010
As many of you know, the Western Pennsylvania Writing Project is undergoing a major transition this year.  We’re now housed in the School of Education at the University of Pittsburgh with a new site director, Matthew Luskey.   Matthew comes to us with experience in writing projects from the University of Washington and with a background in teaching writing at the university and secondary school levels.  Though we have moved from the Cathedral of Learning to Posvar Hall, we remain a long-standing program, sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh and the National Writing Project.  We have a very successful 25-year history of working with schools, teachers, and students in Western Pennsylvania, and we look forward to the next quarter century with great excitement.  

Our mission of improving the teaching of writing rests on the outstanding work of our WPWP fellows.  We know that in a world of high-stakes testing, standards, and assessment, it can be difficult to retain a sense of community.  But community is what sustains us, and this is why we have prepared the following questionnaire.  We want to increase the opportunities for fellows to participate in WPWP events, and we want to encourage fellows to network with one another.

Your answers will help the WPWP during its transition, and it will better prepare us to fulfill our core work of offering outstanding professional development and rich writing opportunities for teachers and students throughout western Pennsylvania.

These questions have been drafted by WPWP fellows.  They are designed with fellows in mind.  We believe these answers will help us to better communicate with each other and to offer more opportunities for fellows to take part in leadership roles.  We appreciate your taking the time to answer this questionnaire.

~ The Fellows Council 2010  

Part 1: Contact Information:  At present the WPWP has the name, SIT Year, phone number, and address for most of its fellows.  We would like to confirm or edit this information and include additional information about your professional work.

Home address: ______________________________________

E-mail address:  __________________

Phone Number:  __________________





Have you moved or changed your name? New name/address:

If you are still teaching, please let us know your:


School:  __________________


School District:__________________


Grade:
__________________


Content Area:
__________________

What are your preferred forms of direct contact – postal mail, email, phone calls?

Part II: Summer Institute (SIT)

We hope you remember the affirming community you experienced in the Summer Institute for Teachers.  What experiences from the SIT (personal and professional writing, inquiry, demonstration teaching) did you most enjoy and would most like to re-visit?

What initially drew you to the SIT?

Have you attended WPWP events since your SIT?


Yes


No


If you answered no, what factors keep you from coming?

1. No time

2. Timing of the event is inconvenient

3. Travel distance to event 

4. Topic/subject of event

5. Other 

If you answered yes, how many have you attended in the past two years?

1. 1-3

2. 4-6

3. 7+

We want the SIT to be a diverse and stimulating environment for all of its participants.  What recommendations would you make for increasing the diversity of the SIT?

Part III: Leadership and Continuity

The WPWP is restructuring the way we provide opportunities for fellows to share their expertise with other teachers. We’re planning to offer more leadership development opportunities, including chances to shadow current directors of the YWI, in-service programs, etc. Would you be interested in being involved in a leadership opportunity? If so, what area(s) are most interesting to you? (Feel free to mark as many as you like.)


 __ coordinating open institutes (especially for new teachers in the area)

__ leading teacher inquiry groups

__ coordinating PD sessions in local school districts and establishing
     partnerships with schools/school districts

__ coordinating a YWI site

__ co-directing the SIT

__ leading a “teachers as writers” group

__ leading a teacher research group

__ coordinating a WPWP social event

__ serving as a liaison to PA Writing Project Network
What leadership roles do you currently hold at your school? (examples: in charge of team meetings, dept. chair, committees, mentoring new/student teachers, Instructional Team Leaders, etc.)

Many fellows enjoy the time to develop their own writing.  What types of writing events most interest you?  (Mark as many as you like.):
__ Writing groups

__ Retreats

__ Workshops

__ Guest authors/speakers

__ Writing Renaissance

__ Poe Art  

Part IV: Professional Development

Have you ever done professional development for the writing project outside of your own school?
1. Yes

2. No

If yes, in what capacity?

If you are interested in participating in professional development sessions for other teachers with the WPWP, what topics would you be interested in sharing? 

What are the big initiatives, administrative concerns, and professional development topics in your district this year? 

Starting with this year’s Advanced Institute, we’re trying to offer more support for fellows who want to brush up on their presentation and facilitation skills. If you participated in that kind of workshop, what would be most convenient for you: weekend sessions, after-school sessions, or 3-5 day summer sessions? 

We’re trying to re-establish better communication with your school and district. Who would be the best person for Matt Luskey to contact about WPWP offerings? 

Part V: The WPWP Community

The writing project is a place where creative ideas flow from every fellow.  What is going particularly well in your classroom that you would be willing to share with other fellows?

Are you in a writing group?  If so, please tell us about it. (Is it accepting new members?)

How has WPWP influenced your teaching of writing?

Would you like to share your contact information (Part I) with other WPWP Fellows on a secure database?

Please email, mail, or fax your response to this questionnaire to the WPWP.  Thank you!

University of Pittsburgh
School of Education
Western Pennsylvania Writing Project
5318 WWPH
Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Phone: 412-624-6557 
Fax: 412-624-7766 
E-mail: wpwp@pitt.edu or Luskey@pitt.edu
